CARRER BlEZiOw
THEEZ 34 4t
L

’;

REOEMEN e sed




Regarding the publishing of this booklet

| am sure that you have heard once or twice before
that the Washington D.C. Cherry blossoms along
Potomac River banks were gifts from Japan.

This booklet, Cherry blossom Trees of Arakawa
River, looks back at the origin of those sent cherry
trees and tells the story of "Arakawa River cherry
blossoms" and “The Japan-America cherry blossom
exchange”.

These stories are packed with the dramatic lives of
people and Japan’s history starting at the Tokugawa
Shogun and Meiji Period, all the way to the present.

This year, 2012, is the one hundredth year memorial
since the cherry blossom trees of Arakawa River
crossed the ocean to America.

These cherry blossom trees that have been
protected and passed on by many people created a
bond that has grown between Japan and America.
This journey is a story to be handed down to the next
generation.

There is nothing | cherish more than if this booklet
could be a step in that process.

Japan-America Cherry Blossom 100th Year
Anniversary Exchange Undertaking Executive
Committee

Chairperson Makoto Suzuki (Tokyo University of
Agriculture)
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’ Cherry blossoms and Selective Breeding
in the Daimyo Gardens Source of Arakawa Rivers cherry blossoms
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Cherry blossoms of Ueno

In 1632, Hayashi Razan who served the first four Tokugawa shoguns,
created Confucius's Mausoleum. Along its wall he planted 100 cherry
blossom trees and named the wall, Sakura-Minegishi. About the same time,
lemitsu Tokugawa founded Toeizan Kanei-ji Temple and planted cherry trees
taken from Yoshino Mountain between the buildings.

Daimyo’s alternating Edo residence and Daimyo mansions

In 1635, due to the institutionalization of Daimyo's second residence in Edo,
Daimyo’s from all over the country came to build great mansions to stay in.
Towards the end of the Edo period it is said that 60% of Edo was taken up by
these mansions.
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Daimyo’s passion for gardening il SRR ARRS
The Edo period was a time when peace reined through out the land. - j IE%TEFHML’
Influenced by the fact that the Tokugawa family all had a passion for b " MR-+ F
gardening, shogun, vassals and Daimyos all started planting beautiful flowers :

in their own gardens too. Sadanobu Matsudaira (1758~1829) was a grandson STRERLEO TR ERSEGTE RS ST OEE

WA - YRR

of Yoshimune Tokugawa and when he retired from an active life in 1797, he IFRREMEIS HRRBRRNNE FENTF) SR E
collected famous cherry blossom trees in garden Yokuon-En.

Selective breeding and
the gardeners of Edo Somei

Edo period was the time when techniques such
as Layering, Cutting, Grafting and Suckering as well
as seed selecting and selective breeding were
developed and made a great impression on the
popularity of gardening. Selective breeding was
also used on cherry blossom trees which then
successfully created about 300 new species.

The gardeners of Edo Somei played an important
part in the garden boom. By watching over the
many Daimyo gardens they improved their
knowledge on selective breeding and techniques
of landscape gardening. Also being the birthplace
of the Somei-Yoshino cherry blossoms, the noted
Somei gardeners took great care and at blooming

time, opened the gardens to the public. BARIFHk FHZERE
HEHR L REE AR R B




2 Yama Sakura, Sato Sakura and Somei-Yoshino

Yama Sakura (Prunus jamasakura) ancient sighting cherry blossom

Since olden times the Japanese have looked on to the Yama Sakura, which represents
the wild cherry blossom trees. The trees first planted along the Sumida River were
Yama Sakura.

They typically bloom while sprouting new buds. Even trees from the same area have
many variations of shades, bud colors, flower blooming numbers and the season the
flowers bloom in, creating mountains with cherry blossom in bloom of many colors.

Due to the differences in blooming time, the Yama Sakura can be enjoyed longer than
the Somei-Yoshino. Also there are quite a few species of cherry blossoms that were
selectively bred from Yama Sakura.

Sato Sakura (Cerasus lannesiana Carriere) cherry blossom created by nature and man

Compared to the Yama Sakura that is species from the wild, Sato sakura is the generic
name for the gardened species. The mother species is a member of the Yama Sakura
family and the flower shape, size, color and blooming time differ greatly from each other.

During the Edo Period people brought cherry trees from all over the country to Edo.
Due to the rich soil the trees grew stably and when an interesting new species was
introduced it was quickly crossbred. This developed a rich collection of about 300 new
species.

More than 800 species of cherry blossom names are now known but while new species
are still being created today, old species are also going extinct. It also seems that some
trees of the same species are being sold with different names while some trees of
different species are being sold with the same name.

Somei-Yoshino (Prunus X yedoensis) Cherry blossom sighting representative

At the end of the Edo period in Edo Somei village Somei-Yoshino were first sold as
Yoshino Cherry and now have become the typical cherry blossom tree you can see in
parks and schools all over Japan.

It is thought to be a hybrid between Prunus pendula and Prunus speciosa. It's flowers
are pink single flowers of medium size and are famous for Hanafubuki, the falling of the
petals all together at once. Being a first filial hybrid, its numbers are increased by
grafting but lately it seems to be hybridizing between other Yama Sakura and Sato
Sakura.

D=0-0-=0J.

5

Source of Arakawa Rivers cherry blossoms




Cherry Blossom Trees passed down
through the Planting along Sumida River
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Arakawa River and Sumida River

Between the Iwabuchi floodgate of
the lower reach of Arakawa River is a
22km man excavated flood control
channel to the sea. To avoid and
protect eastern Tokyo from anymore
great floods like that of 1910,
construction starts the following year in
1911 and took a long 19yrs before
being finished in 1930.

In 1965, the flood control channel was
renamed the Arakawa River and the
original Arakawa River main stream
from Iwabuchi floodgate to the sea was
renamed the Sumida River.

KBS R
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The people who planted cherry

blossoms along Sumida River

The bank of Sumida River is called
Sumida-Tsutsumi. Since recent times it
has been a popular resort with shrine
pilgrimages, boat activities, Ryogoku
fireworks, pleasure jaunts and not to
forget cherry blossoms.

The chomeiji sakura-mochi eaten since
the Edo period is a product that uses the
Sumida River cherry trees leaves. Famous
Rentaro Taki's song Flower, reflects about
the spring scenery of the Sumida River.

This river that has been loved by the
people since the Edo period was
protected through floods, earthquakes,
war and urbanization to this day.
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Repairing and Planting Cherry Blossoms
along Arakawa River Banks The history of Arakawa River cherry blossoms

The damage of the wild Arakawa River's banks = { i Citizen help plant the
In Japanese, Ara means wild and savage while Kawa means river. Arakawa River — - : N cherry blossom trees
has always been known for its untamable characteristics of floods which were District headman Mr. Ozaki gave
caused from the water way being too short and steep a flow from the water rise to the final order to plant the cherry
the sea. Also the high rugged mountain stream source areas are known for their blossom trees.
heavy rain and snow. Mr. Shimizu who had a friendship
From Kumagaya city of Saitama prefecture to Senju of Adachi ward a 60km with Mr. Takagi and was concerned
embankment was extended along Arakawa river and was called Kumagaya- for the cherry blossoms extinction
Tsutsumi. In 1885 a great flood came and ward. Kumagaya-Tsutsumi was damaged decided to plant from the Baiho

all the way from Kawaguchi city of Saitama prefecture to Nishiarai of Adachi garden, 3225 saplings of different
cherry blossom species.

- The money for this project was
2F2E21A6M3434T donated by 161 villagers from many
Kengo Shimizu's proposal : SRR - Wil = different villages and contributed by
In 1885, Numata village headman Mr. Shimizu proposed to i R Takano and Motogi village as a
rebuild the banks of Kumagaya-Tsutsumi and then to plant il . A ) ﬁﬁg” whole. They were able to collect

additional cherry trees along it. L SRER 15:6 i) 2 LA 295yen at currency value of that
The reasons he chose cherry trees were 1) it would create i time.

P00, o
i i i i 7 rEOEL, -7 A T
shade in the summer, 2) it could become a sightseeing spot " %’”:g

%

and revitalize the village in the spring 3) the roots would
support the banks, and 4) at times of floods, fishermen could L 5 T
tie their boats around the tree trunks. 2 #HEQROERGE

e

The villagers pleasures and

discoveries through Shodairakuji

In celebration of the 3225 cherry
blossom planting, a prose anthology of
poems, songs, haikus and recordings of
the planted cherry blossoms were written.

They boast how the Arakawa River bank
cherry blossom trees are by far more

When the Shogunate system failed and beautiful th'an any othgr embankment and
that they will always stick together to

the Daimyo gardens were being ruined, P )
- protect the trees. The villagers everyday

the Takagi family’s collection is what e BN &\ . : - s °
preserved the many varieties of cherry A\ discoveries and pleasures in working with
the cherry trees can be read.

blossom species from going extinct.

Magoemon Takagi and the Sato
Sakura
The Takagi family was gardeners for Magoemon Takagi
three generations and owned the Baiho (ERTH)
Garden. They traveled Japan to collect
cherry blossom trees and recorded the 84
species of cherry blossom left from the
Edo period in Okashu.
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5 The Popular Cherry Blossom

Sightin ofArakawaRlver
g [Ln—n:

The history of Arakawa River cherry blossoms
SEIEE.E.1

The famous cherry blossom sight ( : v : RIEDERDER

BAA B
that awed the people ajw::z 1889 Ecwaﬁ%. _L -
By 1886 the repairs of the Arakawa River — L A L

. BA1 i 321
banks and the planting of cherry blossom HA19E 1886 FIROMIE, B O
trees was finished. Together with the / \ Bia22% 1889 EAMIRICEYANAHHCLYTRANARR
growth of the planted cherry trees was the 4 2,7 - _ . o B Bisoass  1gey TBREBINESNS((HERISBEEATL
growth of the crowds that came to enjoy e f ; TN %)
the sight in the spring. TN i o el - BA26% 1803 FHEHEEMZE (FE~EA)
Just as many people who came by foot, * BRiA204 1896 HHIRERBAZE. Jb TEERBIZ (A ASKELHR)

pulled rickshaws and bicycle, were the BIA324 1800 EEtOLEETE. I HEREE

people who came from afar by train, ferry - FIEDMITRT = A TR (ZIFHEED RE)
and pop pop boats. Tea booths and BT {7, T W 3 : %nj:; L??g KETHE ATHE DR ) (BA394)

souvenir booths were set up by the locals — 7 : ; E . : e EEBATREAR](B:405)
for the cherry blossom viewers. As village N\ « e =" 7 S T - Bia445 1911 EFERNMEME. IIERRHKE

head had hoped, this brought about the v V) LR e ratetag BIA455 1012 7AUNITHDES020 4%

revitalization of the village. In a time when ' 7 | L' '_ : ,' ; S “ = K2l qorp TU/IBUKEETHBHE. USEA RSN LA A
modernization was taking place left and ) . S g N b St o [ T =i

right in the city, these cherry blossoms 9 T Mg o = . Vbl et SRRt (Vo KIESE 1916 ABTEEATEROE). [TEROM)

were the one place people could come ﬂ‘ "x‘ 'R e .' - A O ' 533 5 KEI0EE 1921 =RER. SREERERD
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The Cherry Blossoms of
Arakawa River that Swept the Age The history of Arakawa River cherry blossoms
. . I e _ :

Arakawa River five-color cherry trees through picture postcards
The many colors of white, pink, yellow, purple and red of the Japanese Cherry

(Cerasus lannesiana Carriere ) along the Arakawa River is what established the name:

“Arakawa Rivers Five-color cherry trees” that awed many tourists. Many color picture

postcards were painted and sold as popular souvenirs among the cherry blossom
viewers.




The Passed on Five-color Cherry Blossoms of
Arakawa River The history of Arakawa River cherry blossoms

“The scenic beauty of Arakawa River cherry blossoms”,
Dr. Manabu Miyoshi

Also known as the “The cherry blossom expert”, Dr. Miyoshi was a
botanist and Professor at the University of Tokyo. He researched the
five-color cherry blossoms of Arakawa River academically, going on to
find and name cherry blossom species like Shirayuki, Mangetsu and
Goshozakura.

On the second cherry blossom contribution to Washington D.C,, it
was Dr. Miyoshi who proposed to send the cherry blossoms from
Arakawa River where the tree species would be definitive. Also, out of
concern for the Arakawa River cherry blossoms decline, he was the
meritorious man who led it to become a national site of scenic beauty
under the “Law for the HistoricSite, Places of Scenic Beauty and

Keeper of the Kohoku village cherry blossoms, Mr. ) Natural Monuments'.

Seisaku Funatsu entarou%latsumoto
i t (1903~ 1986)

The people who protected and passed on

Behind the great popularity of Arakawa River Five-color cherry trees, there was
endless movement and effort for their conservation. Right after planting the saplings
along the banks of Arakawa River, Baihouen was closed and Arakawa Rivers cherry
trees fulfilled a great part in conserving many different species of Sato sakura tree.

Even at times of decline for the cherry trees that inevitably happened with change
in social environments and growing society, the continued activity of replanting the
trees little by little in new regions to breed and preserve should not be forgotten.

Strongly trusted by the village headman Kengo Shimizu,

Mr. Funatsu received the support of the villagers for the / R Mr. Dentarou Matsumoto and MR. Kamenosuke
protection and enhancement of their cherry blossoms. Every g 4 ’ Koshimizu's Japanese Cherry Preservation
morning he carefully observed and recorded the distinctive N When the Arakawa River five-color cherry blossom population started

characteristics of the each cherry blossom tree and created a to decline Mr. Matsumoto who was friends with Mr. Funatsu, took in

journal of all his findings called Kohoku cherry blossom species : : all the Sakura Mr. Funatsu had and protected them. When Mr. ) y

icti Seisaku Funatsu( 1858~1929) . . . [ il
and characteristics. Matsumoto could no longer continue his cherry blossom garden, it was Kamenosuke Koshimizu

He also entrusted 57 cherry blossom specie sketches to Mr. Koshimizu, a sapling gardener, who took it over. GBS
master artist Koukichi Tsunoi and after many years finally
completed Kohoku Oufu.

Dr. Yoshino Shinoto, study on genetics
ERIERD/—k Y { Dr. Shinoto was a geneticist and Professor at the University of Tokyo.
ThOEROEEL e Y - He replanted and protected all of Mr. Koshimizu's cherry blossoms in

INAEYE . Bi2EERRE . KRS EE. 2EITAH. RRFIEES. ST EREER. i the National Institute of Genetics (ln Mishima, Shizuoka Prefecture).
SRS AT Wit 20 = Pl MR ASARE T s A 5 The National Institute of Genetics preserved approximately 260 species
ERRHE

EE-EIER. T %25 —. BE-RAFM(RRMASE) . KA LM RARESAT). STEKEK

(REHEHE). # EEABCIIERER) . HAES REABRASH) . AN (BXROF).

MEES ERTERLRLNKD)  EAARISR(RBE) . MR- (RBELKESTH) BRI

FHHSER). WOE 4 (HIFER) . BRHEE (HRFLERNLE . H/5ER) . RES GENE .

R) . I E GRRALAER) . BIE— (RRTARE) . LEERBCRRFRERT) T E—1 et Mr. Kanematsu Funatsu ‘s research on Japanese Cherry
+. AEPEE (WEAAEEEHESD)  HBARAR. (RRFESSH) . MER(FTESSESS B o ) )

). ARER (TESSEEEH) Mr. Funatsu followed the work of his grandfather, Mr. Seisaku Funatsu.

F—=R+F+T—TR(Z2—A—IHEWER) . ATRIR T DL I(RARN) VAR T ILCREN) L E- He studied under Dr. Yoshino about the chromosomes of cherry
He DLWV (N—IN—FKRZ) | DA INE— TV RV T IV CREREBE) . AU -9 (275 . . L
L(EEYISHER) blossoms. He was a worldwide top class cultivar and was the best in his
. = oo . oL BE i
TAHOEREEZSRBILOERBIELY At research field of Japanese cherry blossoms.
= = FTibigsl &y P ¥ Kanematsu Funatsu
(1917~2009)
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Yoshino Shinoto (1895~
of cherry blossoms and was Japans valuable genetic resource.




It Started with the Awe over Cherry Blossoms

The course of Japan—America Cherry Blossom exchange
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The start of the Japan-America exchange Mrs. Eliza Ruhamah Scidmore and Mukoujima's (Sumida River)
The exchange between Japan and America first started when the black ship cherry blossoms
commanded by Perry Admiral visited the shores of Uraga in 1853. The

: A ; ° Mrs. Scidmore is an American woman who was a journalist, a travel writer and a
coming year in 1854, the Convention of Kanagawa was signed and the

board member of the National Geographic Society. She first came to Japan in 1884
exchange truly began. and many times after. In 1890 she wrote a travel journal on her impression of Japan,
there introducing Ueno and Mukoujima as beautiful cherry blossom viewing spots.
She was moved deeply by the cherry blossoms in Mukoujima along Sumida River, her
B A & A% 21 Bb o dream being to have a cherry blossom viewing in Washington D.C.
ot W Sk / In her book Jinrikisha Days in Japan published in 1903, she highly praised Japan and
it's nature, people and culture. She lived in Geneve in her later years and departed
from this world at the age of 72.She is buried in a Foreigner Cemetery at Yokohama.

Dr. David G. Fairchild and cherry blossoms
. Dr. Fairchild is a distinguished agronomist and botanist of America. In the fall of
-4 > 1902, he first came to Japan but unfortunately was not able to see any cherry
04 || R EAE & A blossoms. He did however get the chance to look through an album of cherry
blossom sketches. Here he was moved deeply by their incomparable beauty and
decides to send a collection cherry blossom trees back to America.

He picked out 30 species of cherry blossoms and sent it to a newly opened Exotic
Plants Exhibition Garden in Chico, California only to find out they didn’t adapt well
with the climate and natural features of the region.

In 1904, Dr. and Mrs. Fairchild meet Mrs. Scidmore at a cherry blossom party and
discussed about officially bringing in and planting a park full of cherry trees. Two
years later 25 species of cherry blossom were planted in the forest of Maryland state
just outside of Washington D.C. and it was confirmed that the cherry blossom trees
could stand the cold winter. Three years later in the spring of 1909, beautiful cherry
blossoms bloomed. These flowers gave Mrs. Scidmore the confidence to plant the
cherry blossoms along Potomac River.

First lady Mrs. Helen H. Taft readily consented

Mrs. Taft is the wife of the 27t president, William H. Taft. She had already visited
Japan and knew about the beauties of cherry blossoms. Coincidently at the time
that Mrs. Taft she received a letter from Mrs. Scidmore on planting cherry blossoms
in Washington D.C., she had also been searching for an idea to make Potomac River
more attractive and willingly agreed to the proposal.

Once decided, there were still many meetings before the actual preparation to

*(51!::1 %ZSS)CidmOfe David G. Fairchild Helen H. Taft(ise1~1943) contribute cherry blossoms to Washington D.C. finally started.
~ (1869~1954)

oD -n-pn-pep-p-pn-p-n-pepn-pep-n-p-nEpen-sp - -p-o-0 o=0-—-0D-0-0-0
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o) Contributing Cherry Blossom Trees
to Washington D.C.

The course of Japan—America Cherry Blossom exchange
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Mayor of Tokyo Yukio Ozaki's contribution and Dr. Jokichi Takamine's
distinguished service

Mr. Ozaki was a liberal Japanese politician also known as the "God of constitutional
politics" and the "father of the Japanese Constitution" who was always working for peace
on earth. The contribution of cherry blossoms to Washington D.C. was suggested to Japan
by consul general of New York Mr. Mizuno and as the capital of Japan, Tokyo Mayor Mr.
Ozaki took on all responsibility and agreed to send the cherry blossoms together with the
words “As a commendation of friendship between Japan and America”.

A few years later in a boat trip to America it is said he gave a speech to a fellow Japanese,
“I'truly wish for everlasting peace and friendship between Japan and America, which is
why | agreed to send the most simple and powerful symbol as a gift, the Japanese cherry
blossom. You too should work to achieve something to benefit both countries.”

Dr. Takamine was a great chemist who invented chemicals such as Amylase and
Adrenaline, he was also a entrepreneur and cosmopolitan who worked for international
friendship. Later Dr. Fairchild states in a letter to Japans Cherry Blossom Society,
“Regarding the contribution of cherry blossom trees from Japan to Washington D.C., | will
never forget all of Dr. Takamine™ s services”.

Tragedy of the first cherry blossom contribution

In 1909, Tokyo city sent 2000 cherry blossom trees (height 3m, trunk width 15cm) of 10
different species, supplied from the market. All freightage on Japan, the ship departed in
November from Yokohama port.

However the saplings sent were infested with scale insects, nematode and other
epiphytic pests that plant quarantine couldn’t help but incinerate all the trees.

Success of the second cherry blossom contribution

Mr. Ozaki decided to send the cherry blossoms once more. This time the project was
taken up by Japan as a country and all processes were scientifically checked and rechecked.

February 14th of 1912, about 6000 saplings took off from Yokohama port on the ship
Awamaru. After arriving in Seattle, 3020 of the saplings were packed onto a refrigerated
truck headed for Washington D.C. A month later on March 26%™, all 3020 healthy saplings
arrived safely.

Also as a request from Dr. Takamine, 3000 saplings were sent to New York to celebrate
the 300 year anniversary since the development of Hudson River.




10 Passage of the Cherry Blossom Interchange The course of Japan—America Cherry Blossom exchange

Planting of the Taft and Chinda cherry blossoms : ¢ 000000003000\ 15 7 Flowering Dogwoods that were sent in
The day after the saplings reached Washington D.C., on : ! i S SSIoYgy/a(m
March 27t of 1912, First lady Helen Taft and the Japanese
ambassador’s wife to the U.S. Iha Chinda each planted a
Somei-Yoshino cherry blossom on the north banks of Tidal
Basin. They have come to be known as the Taft cherry
blossom and Chinda Cherry blossom.

return

In 1915, 40 White Flowering Dogwoods were
sent in return to Japan. The year after that, Dr.
Fairchild sent 10 more Pink Flowering
Dogwoods along with seeds for propagation.
The city of Tokyo gave careful attention in
planting the trees in Parks around Tokyo. The
seeds were given out to elementary schools to
‘ \ \af plant.
First lady, Helen Taft and Wife of the Japanese Ambassador, lha Chinda each plant a cherry tree / K \ Y \ ‘ -3¢ In 1918, Dr. Swmgle contributed about 10
' ‘ | different spies of Kalmia to Tokyo city.

After the war in 1958, on building the Ozaki

7 (D memorial hall, more Flowering Dogwood was
The saplings and seeds of the Red Flowering Dogwood is sent in thank you by Washington D.C. & £\ - / sent in celebration. Between 1981 and 1982 a
. . ’

nological Table of the Japan-America Cherry Blossom Ex

Cherry blossom trees are planted along the Tidal Basin and in East Potomac Park

The white Flowering Dogwood is sent in thank you by Washington D.C.

Dr. Swingle contributed about 10 different spies of Kalmia to Tokyo city. ¢ | ® © 15 3w \ ¥ interchange enterprise of Cherry blossom seeds

Washington school children reenact the cherry blossom planting and FIowermg DOgWOOd seeds took place'

Washington flood withers 300 cherry trees of East Potomac Park but Washington D.C. quickly
restores them through complementary planting

Supported by many civic groups, the first National Cherry Blossom Festival is held

A group of women and other citizens protest and protect 270 cherry blossom trees from being felled o : i . : H H
in order to build the Thomas Jefferson Memorial on the Tidal Basin. nghtlng the stone Ianterns X
Already a century has gone by since the year

The contributed cherry blossoms become pageant = A 1912 when Japan contributed the cherry
Four cherry trees are cut down in reply to the attack on pearl harbor : < blossoms. Washington D.C. is now world
To prevent further damage, the trees are ever since called the Oriental cherry blossoms .
famous for its cherry blossoms.
Since Washington D.C. first held it's Cherry
Blossom Festival in 1935, the event has now

The home coming of cherry blossom trees to Adachi ward

Japan sends a stone lantern to celebrate the 100t year since the Convention of Kanagawa was
signed

Ever since, the National Cherry Blossom Festival opens with the lighting of the lantern
America sends Flowering Dogwood in celebration of building the Ozaki Memorial Hall

The 3800 Somei—Yoshino cherry blossoms sent by the Japanese government is planted around the
Washington Monument
A planting ceremony is opened by First lady Johnson and Ambassadors wife, Mrs. Takeuchi

The second home coming of cherry blossom trees to Adachi ward

Cherry blossom and Flowering Dogwood seedlings exchange project

Sister River Agreement is signed between Arakawa and Potomac River

100 year anniversary since the contribution of cherry blossoms to America

become the biggest annual event held by the
city and is visited and enjoyed by many people.

The Cherry Blossom Festival starts every year
by lighting the stone lanterns sent from Japan
as an anniversary gift in the year 1954 to
celebrate the 100t year since the Convention
of Kanagawa was signed.
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11 Contribution of cherry blossoms to New York The course of Japan—America Cherry Blossom exchange
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Cherry blossom planting plan for the Hudson-Fulton Celebration

Hudson River was discovered by Englishman Henry Hudson in 1609 and is also known as Cherry blossoms as a symbol of peace
the mother river of New York. American inventor Robert Fulton was the first to run a April 28 of 1912 the planting of cherry blossom saplings around General Grant
steamer along Hudson River. The Hudson-Fulton Celebration was beheld in New York of National Memorial was largely celebrated. At the ceremony, General Stewart L.
1909 and celebrated the 100t anniversary of steam boats and 300 year anniversary of Woodford, President of the Hudson-Fulton Celebration stated that to bring about
Hudson River. this celebration, England, Germany and Holland sent battleships in respect but Japan

Mr. and Mrs. Kuninomiya who were in America at this time were thrilled at being able to did not. Instead they sent twenty one hundred cherry blossom trees. Battleships
participate in the celebration. Finding this as a great opportunity to leave a monumental are symbols of war but cherry blossom are symbols of peace.
gift for generations to come, they decided to send from Japan 2000 cherry trees to plant
in Claremont Park.

However the Steamer carrying the cherry blossom trees from Japan to America got lost
on the way and did not reach New York in time for the 1909 anniversary. The cherry blossoms of Sakura Park and Central Park

Saplings were planted in Claremont Park, Central Park and along Hudson River
Banks but unfortunately the saplings did not adapt well and died.
In 1934 as a proposal from General Woodford, Claremont Park which held the
Chairman of the Japan Club, Dr. Jokichi Takamine and his contributions cherry blossom planting ceremony had its name changed to Sakura Park. Later

In 1905, Dr. Takamine Established the Japan club to deepen the social relations between cherry blossoms were planted and are still enjoyed by citizens to this day. In 1960,
Japanese living in America and their neighbor Americans. Other than the contribution of Tokyo and New York signed a Sister City Agreement and in celebration, Japans
cherry blossoms to Washington D.C., he also had other great contributions to New York. Majesties the Emperor and Empress sent stone lanterns.

On the second cherry blossom contribution, Dr. Takamine got in touch with the On May 13t of 2011, cherry blossoms were planted in Central park by New York
cultivators and arranged for them to also raise saplings to send to New York. On February City park officials and Japans Consulate General in memory of all the victims of the
14t of 1912, the saplings for New York left Yokohama port together with the Washington Tohoku earthquake and tsunami.

D.C. contributed saplings.

: > B SN : ‘ America
Cherry blossom planting Project - A SR y Aed America is a seedling selection species
Dr. Takamine contributed scientists from o e \ 3 A from the Somei-Yoshino cherry
his own laboratory to achieve the project | e L R o ' . - blossom and was cultivated in
he was planning with Mr. Stover, the \ F L L SR ' &1 Washington D.C. It’'s flower is plump
parks commissioner of New York City. ’ % 3 \ '.ii and a little darker in color than the
This project included planting cherry . Iy S Y e e ) -8 - Somei-Yoshino. InJapan it is

trees along Hudson River, in Central Park - " o » y b e sometimes called Akebono but
and 13 around Grants tomb in Claremont 4 E ad . A ; < 4 ) because there is already a different

4 ' species with the same name, it is now

called America.




12 The Cherry Blossoms that Came Home The course of Japan—America Cherry Blossom exchange
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Second home coming of

the cherry trees

1981, in celebration of the
50th anniversary since the
founding of Adachi ward,
another cherry blossom home
coming was planned. Branches
from cherry blossoms along
Potomac River were selected
and the second cherry blossom

Suffering of the cherry blossoms along Arakawa River

In 1896 huge factories started operating along Arakawa River polluting nearby
villages and farms. Of course this also affected the five color cherry blossoms and
was a big cause for their decline.

In 1910 due to long spans of heavy rain a large part of eastern Tokyo was flooded.
In order to protect the city, the excavation of Arakawa River floodway project took
place and many cherry trees were cut down in the process.

When one of the most famous Japanese cherry sighting spots was on the verge of
disappearing, Dr. Miyoshi's proposal was agreed to and it was designated as a
Natural Scenic Beauty. However his efforts became futile when the Pacific War

: : -: £y A 7'“ nl
h ing took place. Th s, N | - &
started and the last Japanese cherry was cut down to be gathered as wood for fuel. ome corning "oox p gce ree ’r S &gﬁt’\"&* |
thousand and forty nine trees of 5 o ? S UhWSRETT
o BIB4BFCEKE TR

thirty five species were
delivered to the ward office and
from there sent to cultivate at
Japan flower societies Yuki farm.

These cherry blossom trees
were sent to the Toshinogyo
Park and other parks across the
ward. They bloom beautifully
and bring happiness to many
every year.
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B 7)1 T )| B H Reagan cherry blossom

At the American National

Home coming cherry trees f;_bfret“trtr_" Dr]'cjeffetrsor;t?k
In 1952, after The Treaty of Peace with Japan, many voices were raised towards rty cuttings tfrom the fa
. . . cherry blossom tree and one
sending cherry trees back to Arakawa River. Headman of the Adachi ward agreed to .
. . . . successfully took root. This
the restoration plan of the five color cherry trees along Arakawa River and with the
. N . . N . . nursery tree was sent to Japan
cooperation US's park service, succeeded in sending fifty five saplings of eight cherry !
. . . from First Lady Nancy Regan.
blossom species back home to Japan. The saplings received were than grafted and This t d by th
planted along roads in the city and along the banks of Arakawa River. However I ree was hamed by than

affected by the pollution that rapidly increased in the city, by 1980 there was only 34 Tokyo.governor Shunichi
trees left. Suzuki as the Regan cherry

blossom and was planted in L—H ot (e A AE)
Metropolitan Toneri Park.




Heisei Era Five-color Cherry Blossom
and the Slster Rlver Exchange

Adachi wards Heisei era five color cherry blossoms
At Adachi ward, home of Arakawa River cherry blossoms, the ward and citizen groups
are cooperating to rebuild national scenic beauty of cherry blossoms. The plan is to
replant the remaining 49 species of cherry blossoms that are left from the original 97
species, along the left banks of Arakawa River (from magazine Adachi Public Relations).
The five color cherry blossoms that were planted along Arakawa River in 1886 are
finally trying to be revived 130 years later.
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To the next generation

Sister Rivers

In 1996, considering all that they
had overcome and achieved
together during the long Japan-
America cherry blossom exchange,
the Potomac River and the
Arakawa River signed a Sister
River Agreement. The agreement
was signed in Kumagaya city of
Saitama prefecture and in
celebration of the event,
America’s queen of cherry
blossoms planted a cherry
blossom tree in Adachi wards
Toshi Nogyo Park.
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14 Shoudairakuji's 78 Cherry Blossom Species

=00 =000
Shoudairakujiwas a commemorative publication by Kouhoku village in
1891. In it were recordings of the 78 species of cherry blossoms planted at
the time. Since then some have died out or their whereabouts are
unknown but we have tried to reproduce as much as possible with photos
and sketches.
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15 Five-color Cherry Blossom Species Cherry blossoms of Arakawa River
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On the banks of Arakawa River, as well as the 78 species from Shoudairakuji, For the cherry blossom home comings of Adachi ward, species that were found and made
other species were additionally planted. Species were also found and newly in America were imported along with species from England that were raised in America.
named by Dr. Miyoshi. Species that had not been confirmed were confirmed. At Arakawa River in the spring, these cherry blossoms bloom together with the cherry
But at the same time many species were lost. blossoms of Japan.
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The 11 cherry blossom species that were contributed to America in 1912.

Species that were contributed to America
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This booklet was made by the Japan-America Cherry Blossom 2L \ T' i 55, ARSDTHEDHDEE
Exchange 100" Year Anniversary Undertaking Executive : ‘ =120k
Committee when executing an Anniversary Symposium in B - e
December 17t of 2011. This booklet is the edited version of the R N | e A CHERRY BLOSSOM TREES OF ARAKAWA RIVER
exhibition panels of that time, made by the studies and FEtTas Y <
numerous discussions by the committee members of below.

The Anniversary Symposium and exhibition panels were able to
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